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Living Savior Lutheran Church 
4616 Gharrett St  Missoula, MT 59803  

livingsaviormissoula.org  406.543.8222 

Pastor Noah Willitz  noah.willitz@gmail.com 

 

March 31, 2019 Lent 4 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

We’re happy you’re here to worship with us! We pray that the Lord bless you through his 

Word this morning.  

Notes about your visit: 

• If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the greeters or 

anyone else.   

• Restrooms are out the back doors and down the second hallway on the right.  

• Parents, we are so glad that you have brought your little children to church this 

morning. If needed, there is a nursery out the back doors to the right.  

  

Understanding the Church Year 

Season of Lent 

For over 1700 years the Church has set aside the 40 days before Easter as a 

time for repentance and prayer. While the joy of faith remains undiminished 

throughout the year, our rejoicing during Lent is muted and quiet as we set 

aside special time to solemnly remember our Lord’s suffering and death – all 

that he endured for us and for our salvation. 

Prayer Before Worship 

If my sins give me alarm and my conscience grieve me, 

Let your cross my fear disarm; peace of conscience give me. 

Help me see forgiveness won by your holy passion. 

If for me he slays his Son, God must have compassion! 
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GOD’S LOVE WELCOMES EVERYONE! 

OPENING HYMN In Hopelessness and Near Despair | Back Page 

INVOCATION 

P: The grace of our Lord ✙ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

We confess our sins together and hear the word of forgiveness announced by the pastor. Jesus himself promises, “If you 
forgive anyone their sins, they are forgiven” (John 20:23).  

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin and take away my guilt.  

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You 

are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.   

C: Amen.  

 

 

 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:  
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OH, TASTE AND SEE 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But 

we ask you graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your 

salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

THE FIRST READING Isaiah 12:1-6 (ESV) 

Isaiah records the triumph song of every person who has received the forgiveness won by Jesus. 

God is our strength and salvation! He welcomes us with his undeserved love. 

You will say in that day:  

  “I will give thanks to you, O LORD,  

for though you were angry with me,  

  your anger turned away,  

that you might comfort me.  

 2  “Behold, God is my salvation;  

I will trust, and will not be afraid;  

  for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song,  

and he has become my salvation.”  

3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  

4 And you will say in that day:  

  “Give thanks to the LORD,  

call upon his name,  

  make known his deeds among the peoples,  

proclaim that his name is exalted.  

 5  “Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;  

let this be made known in all the earth.  

 6  Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,  

for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”  

 

 

 

CHORAL ANTHEM Lamb of God 
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THE SECOND READING Romans 8:1-10 (NIV) 

Our sins deserve nothing from God but condemnation. But through his Son, God 

gives us life, forgiveness, and righteousness. There is no condemnation for those 

who are in Christ Jesus – only the loving welcome of the Father! 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life 

has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was 

powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And 

so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous 

requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according 

to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what 

the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have 

their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind governed by the 

flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The 

mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it 

do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.  
9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if 

indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they 

do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to 

death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound | 379 

 

SERMON Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 (NIV) 

The Father’s Love Welcomes Everyone 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 

them.”  
3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 

“There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give 

me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them.  
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13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 

country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, 

there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went 

and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 
16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave 

him anything.  
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have 

food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father 

and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and 

went to his father.  

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 

him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his 

son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son.’  
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the 

best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and 

sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. 

Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine 

was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So 

they began to celebrate.  
25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard 

music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 
27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because 

he has him back safe and sound.’  
28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and 

pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for 

you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could 

celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property 

with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’  
31 “ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 

32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive 

again; he was lost and is found.’ ” 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven   

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints,  

  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING  

“Each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.”  – 2 Corinthians 9:7 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and 

death by his obedient death on the cross. 

C: We confess that without your love we are lost. 

P: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of your gospel. By your Spirit, 

keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 

C: Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the 

danger or the cost. 



 

 8 

P: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and 

persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people 

who stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all 

who pay a high price for their faith and their values as Christians. 

C: By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 

P: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, 

the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those 

victimized by war and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy 

heart. 

C: Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, 

their comfort and hope. 

P: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and 

nurses; social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the 

hurting, and stand beside the dying. 

C: Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in 

doing good. 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer 

P: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to 

the point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done 

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

The LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites’ … So they will put 
my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.” – Numbers 6:22-27 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

The Lord look on you with his favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN Go, My Children, with My Blessing | 332 
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News and Notes 

Church Council and Women of Faith – Stick around after the service for coffee, treats, 

and fellowship! We’ll have a brief Bible Study, after which the church council and Women 

of Faith will have their monthly meetings. 

Mornings with Mommy – Check out the back table in the narthex to find a list of ways 

you can help with Mornings with Mommy. If you have questions, feel free to talk to Deb 

Johnson or Pastor. 

Serving at Living Savior 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week at Living Savior 

Monday 6:00 pm: Choir Practice 

Wednesday 6:15 pm: Soup Supper 

 7:00 pm: Lenten Worship 

Saturday         2:00 pm: Confirmation Class 

 

In our prayers this week: 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

 -Philippians 4:6 

❖ Eunice Schulz: Eunice is one of our shut-ins who lives at Brookdale Missoula 

Valley. We pray for continuing faith, strength, and peace as she experiences 

failing health. 

❖ Gil Turner: Gil continues to battle cancer. 

❖ Richard Best: April’s dad is being treated again for an infection in his jaw. 

❖ How can we pray for you? Let Pastor know! 

Music: 

Today: Peter 

 

Camera: 

Today: Donavon 

Next Sunday: Terry 

Greeters: 

Today: Carl & Debbie 

Next Sunday: Landers 

 

Cleaners: 

This Week: Willitz 
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