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Maundy Thursday comes from the Latin word mandatum (“command”).  The day 

received this name because of Jesus’ words to his disciples on this night: “A new 

command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

(John 13:34-35) 

 

On the first Maundy Thursday, Christ instituted Holy Communion.  In this 

precious Sacrament Christ gives us his true body and true blood under the bread 

and wine, through which he gives both the forgiveness of our sins and the desire 

and ability to carry out his command to “love one another.”  As we gather 

around Christ’s Word and Sacrament tonight, may our faith in his love be 

renewed, and may he empower us to love one another as his disciples.   

 

You are invited to use the time before the service to prepare for communion using page 

156 in the front of your hymnal.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tonight’s Focus: 

Jesus Gives Us New Covenant Confidence 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

OPENING HYMN     Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain | 106 

                                                                                                                      
 

 

INTRODUCTION – INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE END OF LENT 
 

Please stand 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 

C Almighty God, merciful Father, 

 I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart.   

 In what I have done and left undone,  

  I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.   

 I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself. 

 For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 

 I am sorry for my sins.   

 I repent of them.  

 I beg for your mercy, O Lord. 

Silence for reflection 

M Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ, who suffered and died for us. 

C Cleanse me from my sins.   

 Release me from my guilt.  

 Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life. 

M The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For 

his sake, God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M Let us pray. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion you give us your true 

body and blood as a remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross. Grant 

us so firmly to believe your words and promise that we may always partake of this 

Sacrament to our eternal good, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

THE WORD 

THE FIRST READING        Jeremiah 31:31-34 (ESV) 
Already in the days of the prophet Jeremiah, God promised to establish a new covenant with his 

people. The new covenant is not based on works of the law, but only on the sacrifice of the sinless 

Son of God. 

31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant 

that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring 

them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their 

husband, declares the LORD. 33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within 

them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall 

be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his 

brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of 

them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I 

will remember their sin no more.

 

C (sings)  

O Jesus, blessed Lord, to thee   Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: 

My heartfelt thanks forever be,  What wealth is come to me this day!    

Who hast so lovingly bestowed    My Savior dwells within my heart— 

On me thy body and thy blood.  How blest am I! How good thou art! 

(CW 316) 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL          Luke 22:7-20 (NIV) 
While celebrating the Passover with his disciples, Jesus established the Lord’s Supper. He has given this holy 

supper to his church as a gift of free forgiveness in his own true body and blood. 

7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover 

lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and 

make preparations for us to eat the Passover.”  
9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked.  
10 He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water 

will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, 11 and say to the 

owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, 

where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 12 He will show you 

a large room upstairs, all furnished. Make preparations there.”  
13 They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they 

prepared the Passover.  
14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 

15 And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover 

with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it 

finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”  
17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and 

divide it among you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink again from the 

fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”  
19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to 

them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance 

of me.”  
20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior | 313 

          Stanza 1: All 

          Stanza 2: Pastor 

          Stanza 3: Men 

          Stanza 4: Women 

          Stanza 5: Pastor 

          Stanzas 6-8: All 



 
5 

SERMON             Hebrews 10:15-25 

New Covenant – New Remembrance 

15 The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says:  

16 “This is the covenant I will make with them  

after that time, says the Lord.  

I will put my laws in their hearts,  

and I will write them on their minds.” 

17 Then he adds:  

“Their sins and lawless acts  

I will remember no more.”  

18 And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary. 

 19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have 

confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood 

of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us 

through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we 

have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us 

draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the 

full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts 

sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 

having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us 

hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who 

promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we 

may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting 

together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the 

more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

 Our offerings are our gifts of love and thanks, freely given. 
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PRAYER 
Modeled on Christ’s great high priestly prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

M Heavenly Father, when the time had come, you glorified your Son through his 

innocent suffering and death, so that by his resurrection he might glorify you by 

giving eternal life to all people.  Now, heavenly Father, through our worship and 

prayer, and Christ’s Word and Meal, glorify him among us. 

C  Hear us, good Lord. 

M Christ has made himself known to those who gather here.  He has given them the 

words you gave him, and in faith they have accepted them.  Through their faith, 

glory has come to your Son.  While Christ does not remain visibly before us, yet 

these your disciples remain in this world.  Now Holy Father, protect them by the 

power of your name, so that they may be one, even as you and the Son are one. 

C  Lord, hear our prayer. 

M Almighty God, your believers gathered here tonight are no longer of this world any 

more than Christ is of this world, and for this they face the hatred of the world.  Do 

not yet take them from this world; protect them from the evil one.  Sanctify them by 

the truth; your Word is truth.  As you sent Christ into this world, so also send them. 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

M Heavenly Father, we pray not only for members of this family of believers, but for all 

those who will come to believe through the message of your Church.  Bless your 

family throughout this world with a unity that comes through the Word you gave to 

Christ and through his apostles and prophets, so that in complete unity we may let 

the world know of your love in sending Christ to us.  May the love you have for 

your Son be in us, and may Christ himself dwell in us. 

C  Lord, hear our prayer. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

M The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you.  

M Lift up your hearts.  

C We lift them up to the Lord.  

M Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

M Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing. He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 

authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 

and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  
 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C Amen. 

C (sings) 

I come, O Savior, to your table, 

For weak and weary is my soul; 

O Jesus, you alone are able 

To satisfy and make me whole. 

Lord, may your body and your blood 

Be for my soul the highest good! 

 

Your body, giv’n for me, O Savior 

Your blood, which you for me have shed 

These are my life and strength forever; 

By them my hungry soul is fed. 

Lord, may your body and your blood 

Be for my soul the highest good!  (CW 310:1, 11) 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF LORD’S SUPPER 

Guests: Living Savior practices member communion. We do this because the Bible teaches that 

not only do we receive Christ’s true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins in Holy 

Communion, but we are also confessing a oneness in the faith.   

For this reason, if you are not a member of Living Savior or the WELS, we want to give you a 

chance to learn what we believe and teach before we ask you to join us for communion. Please 

speak to Pastor if you are interested in joining us for communion in the future. Thank you. 

After distribution, please remain seated for the closing prayer. 
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M Blessed Savior, you came to this world to have full fellowship in our humanity, 

our suffering, and our death. As our gracious Lord, you have given us fellowship 

with you in your grace through your Word and in your Meal. Bless our fellowship 

with you and with one another, so that we might look with eyes of faith to your 

marriage feast in heaven, where we will live with you, the Father, and the Holy 

Spirit, throughout all ages. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

The altar is a symbol of Christ’s presence among us. As the altar is stripped, Christ’s sufferings 

are pictured for us, as explained step by step below. During the stripping of the altar a soloist will 

sing selected stanzas of O Dearest Jesus, hymn 117 in the red hymnal. 

 

 

 

 

 

The lights are dimmed to darkness. The darkness reminds us of dark Gethsemane and of the darkness 

of Good Friday. 

The adornments around the altar and Communion vessels on the altar are removed during the 

hymn. The altar is left all alone. This reminds us that Christ was left all alone in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. 

The candles are extinguished and removed. This signifies how Christ’s life was snuffed out for 

sinners on the cross. 

The paraments are removed, and the altar is bare, reminding us of all that Christ endured for us in 

that dark night of Maundy Thursday and on the darker day that followed. 

The congregation exits in silence. Our Holy Week worship continues tomorrow with our 

Good Friday Tenebrae service at 7:00 pm. 


